Heart of Darkness
Joseph Conrad

Setting and Importance
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Summary of Part 1:

This part introduces several significant motifs of Heart of Darkness: dark versus light, religion or
worship (often subtle — watch for single-word allusions to this topic such as "Buddha," "idol," "pilgrim,”
"sanctuary," "prayer"), exploration and colonization (especially the evils and inefficiency of colonial
administration), and civilization versus savagery. This part also establishes a dark, ominous tone that will
continue throughout the novel. The places through which Marlow passes are dark, dismal, desolate, full of
broken-down or discarded objects; Marlow constantly mentions death and alludes to insanity. Marlow's sour
recollection demonstrates Conrad's bias against colonialism, which he wants to impart to the reader. The
tension between civilization and savagery starts in comparing rivers — the Thames, the river of London and
“gateway” to civilization, versus the dark Congo, the thinly civilized river coursing through the Heart of
central Africa.
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Yellow = words used on the SAT
Green = good words, but hitherto not appearing in released copies of the SAT]
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ominous

lurid, adj. Pallid, wan, pale, sallow
sedentary, adj. Remaining in one area, settled
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farce, n. A comedy; also a ludicrous empty show, a mockery, a sham, a travesty
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inscrutable, adj. Unfathomable, incomprehensible
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-) inspire $ # # A !
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utter, v. To speak, to say, to articulate, to pronounce (words), to voice
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provoke, v. To stir to anger
insolence, n. Rudeness, disrespect, impudence, impertinence; also presumptuousness, arrogance,
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. " . . ' SRET -
representing’”° ' draped” # " /7%
# & sombre’/ = v # & 1 g0 ' stately /
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provoke, v. To stir to anger or feeling; also to bring about, to induce
charitable ( 2
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” sinister, adj. Suggesting evil, malign, presaging trouble, ominous
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k3  row ™ prute ™ 1 & K indefatigable ™/ 1 '
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®  oblige, v. To put in one's debt by a favor/service
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o listless, ad'l. Lethariic, lifeless, Ianiuid, sluiiish, aﬁathetic, enervated
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o% ascend $ 1

0%

0%
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indefatigable, adj. Tireless, weariless, untiring, unflagging
0 transgression  * I
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0Y prevent $ & |

2 conflagration
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2 servile, ad'|. Ab'lectli submissive, slavish; also of/suitable to a slave/servant
0- aiitated i 6> #

0

2 . scathin ;

0

0

2 , esticulate, v. To gesture while speaking, to motion

0

0,

0.

0

00 lamentable, adj. Regrettable, deplorable, pitiable, pathetic, piteous
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disposition, n. Usual mood, temperament, nature
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jabber, v. To talk rapidly/unintelligibly/idly; to babble, to ramble, to chatter
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..... Books 1, 2, and 3 are now available for purchase. Ivy Bound Students receive a 40% discount off
the price (regularly $60 for the Internet version, and $85 for the paperback (due out May 2006). E-
mail Michelle@ivybound.net.



